
 

The Waycross Post Office Building: A Century of Service & History 
By Kemberly Stephens-Cone 

 

Did you know that the handsome brick building at 605 Elizabeth Street 
once stood at the very heart of Waycross’s civic life? For more than six 
decades, it served as both Post Office and U.S. District Courthouse, a hub 
for communication, justice, and the growing rail-town community. 
 

1911 – A Grand Federal Presence 
Designed by James Knox Taylor, the U.S. Treasury’s Supervising Archi-
tect, the building opened with elegant Renaissance Revival / Romano-
Tuscan styling. With red-tile roof over one-story brick & basement struc-
ture, terrazzo and maple floors, oak woodwork, marble stairs & wainscot-
ing and rows of brass postal boxes gleaming in the lobby. It was built to 
show that Waycross had become an important regional center. 
 

1936 – Expansion for a Growing City 
Architect G. W. Stone designed a major addition. This expansion reflect-
ed Waycross’s rise during the railroad-era boom. 
 

1911-1975 – Federal Service Era 
For decades the building bustled with mail clerks, postmasters, and daily 
customers at the counters. Federal judges and juries workded upstairs in 
the courtroom. Shipments arriving and departing by rail, binding South 
Georgia to the nation 
 

1964 – Regional Sectional Center 
A new mail-sorting hub on Frances Street handled increasing volumes of 
regional mail, signaling a shift in operations. 
 

1975-1976 – A New Era 
Postal service relocated to the new building at 601 Tebeau Street (opened 
Feb 15, 1976), and federal courts moved as well. The historic Elizabeth 
Street structure went dark for a time. 
 

1980 – Landmark Protection 
The building earned a place on the National Register of Historic Places 
(#80001258), recognized for it’s architectural beauty, civic importance in 
the early 20th century and helping to preserve Waycross’s built heritage. 
 

1980s-2000s – Adaptive Reuse 
The space gained new life as the Southeast Antique Exchange and later 
as an event venue, all while keeping its original brass post boxes, marble 
stairs and wainscoting, courtroom details that speak of its federal past. 
     (Continued on page 3) 
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 OHC Calendar  

OCT Judge Ben Smith Art                Art Gallery 

Tues -  Line Dance Classes 7,14,21,28 6PM 

Weds-  Art Class with Jorah 1st & 15th 10AM 

8 - OHC Board of Trustees 12PM 

13-17 OHC Performing Arts Camp 9AM-3PM 

14 - Rise & Shine 7:45AM 

14 - Baggage Car Ribbon Cutting 9AM 

14 - OHC Photography Guild 6:30PM 

16 - Quilt Guild 6pm 

21 -  London Heritage Tour Meeting 6PM 

21 - Black Heritage Committee 6PM 

21 - OHC Writers 5:30PM 

28 - OHC Art Guild Christmas Party 5:30PM 

30 - Oke Opry-OSP Swamptacular 7PM 

NOV   Veterans Day Display               Art Gallery 

Tues   Line Dance Classes 4,11,18,25 6PM 

Weds  Art Class with Jorah 5th & 19th 10AM 

4 -  Election Day ~ VOTE!!   

5 - OHC Board of Trustees 12PM 

4 - OHC Learning Series w/Carol 6PM 

8 - Red, White & Blue Color Run 8AM 

11 - Veterans Day Celebration 11AM 

11 - Clover Heritage @ OHC 10AM 

11 - OHC Photography Guild 5:30PM 

18 - Black Heritage & OHC Writers 6PM 

20 - Quilt Guild 6PM 

DEC   Nancy King Up & Coming       Art Gallery 

Tues   Line Dance Classes 2,9,16 6PM 

Weds  Art Class with Jorah 3rd & 17th 10AM 

3 - OHC Board of Trustees 12PM 

6 - Christmas in the ‘Cross 9AM-2PM 

9 - OHC Photography Guild 6:30PM 

16 - OHC Writers 6PM 

18 - Quilt Guild 6PM 

25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  

OKEFENOKEE 
HERITAGE CENTER 

NEWSLETTER 



NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
This year has FLOWN by!! We have celebrated our 50th OHC Anniversary ALL year and we are not finished yet!!  
Our OHC Summer Art Camp in July was a huge success!! We had the most students ever and they all had a blast! We 
had an interesting visit from an Irish Documentarian Proinsias O’Coinn , searching for info on the swamp.  The amaz-
ing art of Mr. Ray Sirmans was on display in the Art Gallery and Mr. Bob Brown presented another informative 
“Business of Art Class” in August.  The 2025 Judge Ben Smith Juried Art competition brought in some incredible art 
from many of our local artists.  Their art will be on display until the end of October.  Don’t miss Our Okefenokee 
Opry at the Okefenokee Swamp during their Swamptacular on Thursday  Oct 30th featuring “Little Satilla” band.  We 
are looking forward to once again honor our veterans at our Red, White & Blue Color run as well as our Veterans Day 
Celebration.  EVERYONE is invited.  And don’t forget our much-anticipated “Christmas in the ‘Cross”!  This year 
will be the biggest year yet!!  Thank you to ALL who helped us celebrate our 50 years at OHC!!  Here’s to the next 
50!!  The Okefenokee Heritage Center, We’re on the right track!!  Come and see!!               

                                                                                         Carla Garrett Cornett, Executive Director 

 

 
  CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING! 



 

Special Events:. 
Continued from Front Page: 
 

2010s-Today—A Symbol of the Past and Future 

Privately owned, the building still stands proudly at 605 
Elizabeth Street, a monument to Waycross’s rail-town 
prosperity and federal heritage — and a promising land-
mark for revitalization and cultural tourism. 
 

Next time you pass this historic structure, pause to imagine 
the footsteps of postal clerks, judges, lawyers, travelers, 
and local residents who for more than a century crossed its 
threshold. 
 

*********************************************** 
If you fancy learning about historic Waycross, Kem shares 
fun facts about her circa 1905 Victorian home located in 
Waycross’ Historic District, affectionately known as The 
Glamour Manor,  where she hosts day and overnights 
guests.  
You can follow her on TikTok and Facebook  
Www.facebook.com/theglamourmanor 
https://www.tiktok.com/@theglamourmanor 

S 

 

Sherian “Sherri” Barnes 
Nov 7, 1957—May 12, 2025 

http://www.facebook.com/theglamourmanor
https://www.tiktok.com/@theglamourmanor?_t=ZP-90BZ1cVDGxD&_r=1


 

Okefenokee Heritage Center  
1460 N. Augusta Avenue 

Waycross, GA  31503 
912-285-4260 

www.okefenokeeheritagecenter.com 
  

OHC Mission Statement: 
 

The Okefenokee Heritage Center is a cultural  
art center and local history museum  

for all people, which seeks to promote  
an appreciation of the arts and  

an increased understanding of history  
and development of the Okefenokee region 

through its cultural and educational programs, 
collections, and exhibitions. 

  

 

 

A special thanks to ALL of our  

OHC Members!! 
Thanks to YOU….  

“We’re on the Right Track”! 
 

Invite a friend to join the  
Okefenokee Heritage Center 

 

     Individual      $36 
      Family      $60 
      Heritage Club    $100 
      Sue Clark Society              $200 
      Small Business    $150 
      Business Sponsor            $500 
      Corporate Sponsor            $1,000 
      Corporate Partners            $5,000 
         * Join one of our many Guilds 
 

     All donations are tax deductible 

OHC Board of Trustees 2025/26 
Stephen Winge, Chairman 

Dale Wiley, Vice Chair 
Kristy Foreman, Treasurer 
Christy Thurston, Secretary 

Alan Jones, Past Chair 
Mr. Joseph Johnson, Jr., Legal Counsel  

 

RENT OUR SPACE 
 

   You can rent the facilities at the  
Okefenokee Heritage Center  

for parties, reunions, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex Officio  Members: 
Dr. Brandon Carter, RESA 
Mary Kathyrn Thrift, WSL 
Greg Smith, City of Waycross 
Honorary Member:   
Zane Williams 
Staff:  
Carla Garrett Cornett, Executive Director 
Jennifer Smith, Office Manager 

Community Room   $250 
Community/Kitchen  $300 
Depot    $300 
The Venue    $250 
Warehouse/ Depot  $400 
Grounds       $200 
 

(Tables & Chairs available for rent) 

   For more information call: 
           912-285-4260 

Visit us on Facebook 
For Updates on Events 

 

And on YouTube  
For video interviews 

okeheritage@gmail.com   

Proudly serving Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley, Charlton, 
Clinch, Coffee, Pierce & Ware. 

*Nancy King 
*Dr. S. William Clark 
*John Jordan 
Frank Bartanowitz 
Susan Newman 
Jenny Sweat 
Keith Jeffers 
Jason Christmas 

Allen Allnoch 
Vicki Kuhbander 
Steve Strickland 
Rosa Douglas 
Phyllis Perry 
Kristy Foreman 
Robert Brown 


