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The Okefenokee Heritage Center celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary on Saturday evening, May 31st, with a Golden Bowl Celebra-
tion. In true OHC spirit, the evening was family-friendly, casual
and tailored toward community connections. The festivities, held
from 6 to 9 p.m., flowed through the venues’ galleries and included
a viewing of Reimagine: Contemporary Georgia Artists 2025-2026
Traveling Exhibition in the main gallery. The Okefenokee Heritage
Center is one of only ten rural art galleries selected by the Georgia
Department of Economic Development and Georgia Council for
the Arts to host Reimagine, which closed June 20th. In the depot,
guests enjoyed catering by Zels of downtown Waycross. Adults
and children alike enjoyed the running model train and the depot
exhibit. The highlight of the evening was the rocking tunes from
Little Satilla Band, who kept feet tapping and folks swaying on the
large dance floor in the historic OHC Warehouse.

OHC Executive Director Carla Garrett Cornett welcomed the
appreciative crowd. “On May 31, 1975, the Okefenokee Heritage
Center was born,” said Cornett. “We continue to move forward to
keep the rich, cultural heritage of the Okefenokee area alive. The
Okefenokee Heritage Center is essential to both our community
and to visitors. We aspire to follow in the footsteps of Mrs. Susan
Lott Clark and honor her legacy in this generation and for many
generations to come.” Cornett also reminded attendees that the
OHC is a nonprofit and relies heavily on donations and encouraged
organization membership. She concluded her remarks with thanks
to the Waycross Convention and Visitors Bureau and city and
county officials for their continued support.

Dr. William Clark, son of OHC founder Mrs. Sue Clark, fol-
lowed Cornett with commentary on his mother’s passionate dedica-
tion to preserving the history of the area. Mrs. Clark is credited
with chronicling much of the culture of the Okefenokee area, along
with Mr. Willie Character for whom one of the OHC venues is
named. (article by EJ Pond)

Professional artist and OHC Am-
b bassador Diane Brown and Board
member Rosa Douglas welcome
guests and direct them to the
. evening’s many exhibits.

OHC Board Member Dr. William — L
Clark, son of founder Mrs. Sue - p
Clark, and Executive Director

Carla Garrett Cornett celebrate the |/
50th Anniversary.
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REIMAGINE Local Art Art Gallery
Line Dance Classes 6PM
Independence Day
OHC Art Camp Week 1 9AM-12PM
OHC Writers’ Guild 6PM
OHC Photography Guild 6:30PM
OHC Board Luncheon 12PM
OHC Art Camp Week 2 9AM-12PM
Black Heritage Committee 6PM
Quilt Guild 6PM
OHC Art Guild 6PM
OHC History Guild 6PM
REIMAGINE Local Art Recep-  2-4PM
tion
RAY SIRMANS Art Gallery
Line Dance Classes 6PM
WayGreen Local Fare Market =~ 10AM-1PM
Quilt Guild Sit & Sew 10AM-2PM
OHC Writers’ Guild 6PM
OHC Board of Trustees 12PM
OHC Learning Series 10130/2%’1 1\/1
OHC Photography Guild 6:30PM
Clover Heritage @4-H 4PM
Quilt Guild 6PM
OHC History Guild 6PM
OHC Art Guild 5:30PM
Judge Ben Smith Juried Art Exibition
Line Dance Classes 6PM
OHC Board of Trustees 12PM
WayGreen Local Fare Mkt 10AM-1PM
OHC Writers’ Guild 6PM
OHC Photography Guild 6:30PM
Black Heritage Committee 6PM
OHC Art Guild 5:30PM
OHC History Guild 6PM



NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR:
The second quarter at OHC was jam packed with events! The Steve Bean Youth Art show kicked us off in
April and May is a total blur with the events surrounding our OHC 50th Anniversary Celebration. Our
2nd Annual Okefenokee Folk Festival was a HUGE success and everyone is looking forward to next year.
A very dear friend and Office Manager, Sherian “Sherri” Barnes unexpectedly passed away. The whole
OHC Family is still mourning her loss. She will be greatly missed. May 15th we partnered with the
Waycross-Ware County Chamber of Commerce for a Ribbon Cutting opening our REIMAGINE: Contem-
porary Art Exhibition. On June 2nd OHC was awarded a grant from the OREMC to replace two signs at
OHC! Our OHC Writer’s Guild and Quilt Guild are up and running in full force. We look forward to addi-
tional upcoming events celebrating the OHC 50th Anniversary. Stay Tuned!! As always,
thank YOU for your continued support, we could NOT do this without you. The Okefeno-
kee Heritage Center, we're on the right track!!  Caula Gawrell Cownell, Executive Bineclon
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Special Events:.
28 ——— ez Okefenoke Rural Electric Membership Corporation Founda-
‘ tion awarded the Okefenokee Heritage Center a $ 4,000 grant
on Tuesday, June 3rd. The funds will be used to replace the
aging roadside sign and install a new sign at the front of the
building. OHC Executive Director Carla Garrett Cornett said,
“The new sign will be installed on the front of the building in
honor of our 50th Anniversary. We felt it would be a great way
to kick off the next 50 years.”

g o 2 W =5, The funds are part of OREMC Foundation’s second quarter
Steve Bean Youth Art Show Winners €25 grant distributions, which also included organizations in Brant-
“ L bk ik - ~ : . ley and Glynn Counties. According to www.oremc/
foundation.com, “The Foundation serves as a community de-
velopment initiative supporting education, community health
and economic development. Funding for the Foundation cur-
rently comes from unclaimed capital credits and other dona-
tions that may be received.” (article by EJ Pond)

Members and supporter of OHC accept funds from Okefenoke Rural
Electric Membership Corporation Foundation to install new signage.
Present were (front L-R) LaFerrell Barnes, Steve Strickland, Execu-
tive Director Carla Garrett Cornett, Diane Brown, Ronda Dowling,
OREMC Foundation President Ruby Ann Sawyer and Brooke Joiner.
(Back L-R) Allen Allnoch, Bob Brown, Susan Newman, Sharon
Callaway and Milva Knight.
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OHC Writers’ : " REIMAGINE: Contemporary Art Ribbon Cutting
Guild B : With the Georgia Council for the Arts and
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Okefenokee Heritage Center
1460 N. Augusta Avenue
Waycross, GA 31503
912-285-4260
www.okefenokeeheritagecenter.com

OHC Mission Statement:

The Okefenokee Heritage Center is a cultural
art center and local history museum
for all people, which seeks to promote
an appreciation of the arts and
an increased understanding of history
and development of the Okefenokee region
through its cultural and educational programs,
collections, and exhibitions.

Proudly serving Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley, Charlton,
Clinch, Coffee, Pierce T Ware.
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OHC Board of Trustees 2025/26
Stephen Winge, Chairman
Dale Wiley, Vice Chair
Kristy Foreman, Treasurer
Christy Thurston, Secretary
Alan Jones, Past Chair
Mr. Joseph Johnson, Jr., Legal Counsel

*Nancy King

Allen Allnoch
“Dr. . William Clark i 12 1 ubborder
*John Jordan Steve Strickland
Frank Bartanowitz Rosa Douglas
Susan Newman Phyllis Perry
Jenny Sweat Kristy Foreman
Keith Jeffers Robert Brown

Jason Christmas

.
WAYCROSS

Ex Officio_ Members:

Dr. Brandon Carter, RESA

Greg Smith, City of Waycross
Honorary Member: Zane Williams
Staff:

Carla Garrett Cornett, Executive Director
Kerri Braddy, Office Manager

A special thanks to ALL of our
OHC Members!!
Thanks to YOU....
“We’re on the Right Track™!

Invite a friend to join the
Okefenokee Heritage Center

RURAL WAY[Z R 0 5 S

Individual $36
Family $60
Heritage Club $100
Sue Clark Society $200
Small Business $150
Business Sponsor $500
Corporate Sponsor $1,000
Corporate Partners $5,000

* Join one of our many Guilds

All donations are tax deductible
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RENT OUR SPACE

Clark Eye Clinic

If You Can't See, See Me!

You can rent the facilities at the

Okefenokee Heritage Center
for parties, reunions, etc.

Community Room $250
Community/Kitchen ~ $300
Depot $300
The Venue $250
Warehouse/ Depot $400
Grounds $200

(Tables & Chairs available for rent)
For more information call:

912-285-4260

Visit us on Facebook
For Updates on Events

And on YouTube
For video interviews
okeheritage@gmail.com



